
 

 

Connections 

“Now the whole group of 
those who believed were of 
one heart and soul, and no 
one claimed private owner-
ship of any possessions, but 
everything they owned was 
held in common. With great 
power, the apostles gave 
their testimony to the resur-
rection of the Lord Jesus, and 
great grace was upon them 
all. There was not a needy 
person among them, for as 
many as owned lands or 
houses sold them and 
brought the proceeds of what 
was sold.” 

- Acts 4:32-34 

Dear Members and Friends of Ark and Dove, 

Grace be upon you all! We are writing to you to express our sincere gratitude for your continued 

prayers, love, commitment, and financial support this past year. These are difficult days. Although 
we are currently not able to fully gather in our spiritual home for prayer, worship, and fellowship, 
we remain connected as a family of faith, always present for one another in love and support. 
 

In the book of Acts, we find a powerful depiction of the early church community being one of 

unity in heart and soul that naturally lead to an outpouring of abundant generosity. Those believ-
ers were moved to generosity as a result of the gospel message and the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Their faith gave them a new perspective on life, on what they had, and on how they would use 
what they had in the service of God and their siblings in Christ. 
 

Ark and Dove is a wonderful model of the early church community. Despite the hardships of a 

pandemic, our ministry and mission efforts have adapted and continued to nurture our connec-
tions to God and each other while making a positive impact in our community. 
 

In August of this year, we engaged in a congregation wide survey called the Church Assessment 

Tool (CAT) in order to gain a greater understanding of your opinion of our church, how you feel 
about our current state of ministry, and what your top priorities are for the future of Ark and 
Dove. Informed by your input, the Long-Range Planning Team has developed a plan with strategic 
initiatives to help guide our near- and far-term ministries as we seek to grow and drive our     
mission forward. We pray that you will spend some time reflecting on the many ways that Ark 
and Dove keeps us connected in supportive community. We pray that you will continue to      
engage in and support Ark and Dove with your giving. The Stewardship Team and Session are 
inviting you to prayerfully consider increasing your pledge to Ark and Dove by 1% of household 
income.   
 

On Sunday, November 15 we will bring our pledges to the communion table. May we freely and 

willingly give from what God has given to us to meet the needs of others in love and unity.  
                      - Tricia Gray, Discipleship Elder 

Foundations Bridges Pathways Lifelines 

Annual Stewardship Effort 2021 

A Message from our Pastor:   
This Fall as we explore Stewardship in our church, our theme is Connections.   Ark and Dove keeps us connected to God and to each oth-
er.  Ark and Dove helps us to touch God and to touch the lives of others.  Ark and Dove is our foundation; our church is the platform from 
which we launch our individual ministries.   In worship and in community, in friendship and fellowship; we ground each other in 
God.    Each of us is a pilgrim, even before COVID 19 we only spent a small portion of our week in the church building.   The finite time we 
spend together, even virtually,  gives us our bearings, so that as we take our faith journey, as we walk our pathways, as we live out our 
individual lives we have a “faith GPS”.  We have a spiritual map that helps us to get through the inevitable twists, turns and detours that 
the empires throw at us.  In fact our church helps us to build bridges so we can remove the dividing walls of hostility, so that we can help 
create the beloved community in our county, our state and our world.  The compassion that wells up in us when we see suffering and 
need, the generosity that overflows when we reach out to a neighbor or a stranger,   the purpose we find when we work to repair a broken 
part of our culture or the empires that demand our attention; these are the lifelines that become God’s grace working through us to help 
heal the world.   Our church is making a difference, you are making a difference and that is why we need your increased support to Ark and 
Dove so that we can continue to live into our purpose of carrying God’s dream into the world and transforming lives.  Powered by your 
generosity, I think we have the possibility of taking a giant step forward as a congregation in 2021.  - Tim Stern 

 



Foundations  

We are connected to one another as Christ’s followers. He is the cornerstone of our faith. 

In these times of pandemic, economic and social tumult, we often seek comfort in the 
surety of the church, and Ark and Dove strives to be our sure foundation. Our staff, the 
Worship teams, Christian Education (CE) teachers and Discipleship leaders have quickly 
adapted to the new, virtual reality of church.  Despite these changes though, they have 
maintained a human, personal connection in all aspects of our church life.   

In Sunday worship, baptisms, weddings and (sadly) funerals, we have shown that the 
spirit of Ark and Dove is full even when the sanctuary is mostly empty. Through ever-
present Zoom meetings and occasional socially distanced in-person events we have con-
tinued to grow our understanding of Christ in relevant and engaging education events for 
children and adults. 

As we look toward 2021, we need to assess how to maintain and strengthen these    
foundations in a year likely filled with more uncertainty. 

No going back 

Even when we return to in-person worship, Livestream is here to stay - both for safety 
and the increased reach it has given the church. Your generosity has assured we have the 
technology to maintain Livestream worship, but video & audio production is a massive 
undertaking each week for a few inspired volunteers. A dedicated part-time technology 
staff would ensure we maintain this new, exciting outreach capability. Likewise our CE 
offerings (Logos, Godly Play, Adult Ed, etc.) are cherished but under-resourced.  We need 
to fund either added training & materials for our volunteers or add staff to maintain the 
quality we have come to expect. 

Space to grow and serve 

Our facilities continue to age and our ability to serve each other and the community post 
COVID depends on having a vibrant church building.  In the CAT survey, enlarging or im-
proving the physical facilities of the church to expand and enhance our ministries was 
one of the top four goals of the congregation.  Making this goal a reality will require in-
creased generosity from us all. 

Why Ark & Dove 

 

“Ark and Dove is MY church and I’m 
happy to be a part of it with you ... I 
have found peace, reassurance, guid-
ance and leadership from our pastors 
and Session, my deacons, and from 
you.  In this time of racial unrest, po-
litical strife, and pandemic, I have 
received God’s direction from ser-
mons, opportunities for small group 
studies and peaceful demonstrations, 
as well as calm, responsible care for 
our collective health.” - Lori Kronser 

“We originally came to Ark & Dove - 
and then made a point to return when 
we moved back to the area - because 
we wanted a church that was active in 
and challenged the community. We 
wanted a faith community that works 
together to improve one another as 
well as the area we live in, and we 
found that at Ark & Dove and really 
have appreciated that factor. We were 
welcomed and included so quickly, 
that makes it so easy to want to con-
tinue reinvesting our time and ener-
gy.” - Katie Nilsen Johnson 

“Mission and service opportunities are 
important faith experiences for me at 
Ark and Dove and I particularly enjoy 
working with the youth of our congre-
gation. They are an inspiration of a 
Christ's love in our community.”           
- Erika Sealing 

“Even being new, I was invited to 
attend discussions, support activities 
and, generally, get involved wherever I 
thought I fit. Becoming a member was 
an easy decision for me … My hus-
band, who does not share my faith, 
was also welcomed and embraced … I 
whole-heartedly trust and believe 
when we say "All are welcome" be-
cause Ark & Dove actively works to 
meet everyone where they are with-
out judgement or expectation. I am 
also always a little overwhelmed at 
the constant support from those I've/
we've connected with … When I think 
about sending back out some care and 
support to the universe, Ark & Dove 
always makes it onto my priority list.   
- Michelle Schoonmaker  

The Tech Team managing our Livestream Service 

“Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation 
in Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a precious corner-

stone, of a sure foundation."  - Isaiah 28:16 



Sharing Your 
1% 

This is a critical year for Ark 

and Dove and our commu-

nity. We need to be very 

generous if we are to meet 

the needs of our growing 

and active congregation 

and further extend our 

reach into the community 

in the midst of such chal-

lenging times. The Stew-

ardship Team and Session 

are inviting the congrega-

tion to prayerfully consider 

increasing our pledges by 

1% of household income. If 

everyone in our congrega-

tion committed to this in-

crease in giving, we would 

add approximately 

$190,000 to our annual 

budget. Imagine what we 

could accomplish together 

in service to God, each oth-

er, and the community 

with this kind of growth. 

Peaceful Protest for BLM 

Our children engaged in Godly Play 

Pathways 

A life in Christ is always a journey.  Young and old alike we continuously strive to learn 
and grow in our knowledge and in the expression of our Faith.   

Ark and Dove is full of opportunities and  connections for spiritual growth.  For our youth 
there is Logos, Godly Play, Vacation Bible School, Middle and High School Youth Groups 
and the GenOn Summits.   

Our adult offerings are varied and vast. They include weekly bible studies during the day, 
Lenten book groups, the annual Church Retreat, and many small group studies. 

The “Ark” toward social justice 

Several years ago our church made another effort towards spiritual growth by committing 
ourselves to be more engaged in the work of Social Justice. We now have an active racial 
justice team and have held many small group studies, from middle school to adults, to 
become more aware of our own privilege and the inequities faced daily by people of  
color. 

Our social justice engagement has extended further to include a commitment to Anne 
Arundel Connecting Together (ACT).  Through ACT  we have seen several quick successes 
including  increased protections for public housing  and more expedited testing for lead in 
our school drinking water. Closer to home we have demonstrated our ongoing support to 
dismantle racism and support  Black Lives Matter with multiple peaceful protests along 
Piney Orchard Parkway. 

When we connect together as a congregation we help each other grow in Christ and, 
along the way, also help improve our community. 

“He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

    and what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

    and to walk humbly with your God”  - Micah 6:8 



Dedication  

Sunday    

November 15th 

Lifelines 

A lifeline is a rope or line that is used to form a life-saving connection to safety for someone 
in a difficult or dangerous situation. A lifeline can also be thought of as the kind of connec-
tion that people can depend on for help and hope. Every week our dedicated pastors, staff, 
and worship team serve as lifelines as they create thoughtful, relevant, and relational wor-
ship services offering us wisdom that can help us find God amidst any current crisis. We are 
reminded that we are not alone. God hears us, God is with us, and God is working in these 
crises both in and through each of us.  

It’s about service 

Our service to others offers other lifelines, from the Deacons and Stephen Ministers sup-
porting the congregation, to all of us giving to Samaritans Today or the Christian Assistance 
Program (CAP), to hosting 25 men each year with Winter Relief, or building community 
power and advocacy by working with Anne Arundel Connecting Together (ACT).  

Healing through helping 

Research has shown that dedication to a worthy cause or a belief in something greater than 
oneself has a resilience-enhancing effect and can be a lifeline in helping us cope in times of 
trouble. Ark and Dove is a lifeline to God, a lifeline to each other, and a lifeline to the com-
munity. This is who we are and this is what the giving of our time, talents, and resources 
helps us to sustain and grow. This November, please consider prayerfully increasing your 
pledged commitment to Ark and Dove by 1% of household income. This will help us to 
properly fund all our mission and ministry endeavors and be lifeline for all.  

More information on Connections is available at  

ArkandDove.org under Giving/Connections2021  

Bridges  
Ark and Dove builds bridges connecting us to the community and beyond through mission 
and service. As Christians, we are called to bridge the gap between Christ’s church and to-
day’s world. No one said it would be easy to reach out to assist another person, organiza-
tion, or community or that we wouldn’t encounter opposition along the way. When reach-
ing out to help those in need there will always be obstacles to overcome, whether they be 
logistical, financial, or systemic. However, A heart that is moved by compassion cannot sit 
idly by while someone suffers in need.  

Reaching out 

According the Church Assessment Tool (CAT) one of our goals as a congregation is to con-
tinue to support expanding outreach ministries that provide direct services to those living 
on the margins of society such as the homeless, immigrants and transient persons.  One 
means of doing this is our support for the Lighthouse Homeless Prevention Center which 
seeks to rebuild lives by providing shelter and services to prevent homelessness and em-
power people as they transition toward employment, housing, and self-sufficiency. We also 
support the Refugee Mentoring Ministry which helps a refugee family living in our local 
area.  The need, however, is great and much more can be done. 

A tithe 

For many years Ark and Dove has stated that our commitment to Mission  should be 10% of 
our annual budget, a Tithe.  This goal has been elusive but is not impossible.  It requires our 
commitment  to others, God’s children,  and our own generosity. 

Some of the Good 

our Gifts could do:  

  Added training for leaders 
and/or additional staff to lighten 
the load and help Ark and Dove 
continue their awesome educa-
tional offerings is an excellent 
goal worthy of getting fully-
funded now  (CE) 

 A&D notecards and new Ste-
phen Minister Leader training 
(Deacons) 

 Updated brochures, mailers 
and social media advertising to 
expand our outreach and invite 
new people into the life of the 
church (Outreach & Connections) 

  Part-time Technology support 
staff; Enlarged youth music pro-
grams; Pastor/staff compensa-
tion in line with norms (Admin) 

  A buildings repairs fund of  
about $40,000 per year to proac-
tively address the needs of our 
20+ year old systems. (Facilities) 

  Increased support to local 
causes including Refugee sup-
port, ACT and Racial Justice 
(Mission) 

  Improved sound and lighting in 
the sanctuary to benefit our 
collective worship experience 
(Worship) 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself.“   - Luke 10:27 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. “  
- Psalm 46:1 


